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As planners, we are familiar with the notorious 
legacy of various planning practices or initiatives such 
as urban renewal’s disproportionately negative impact on 
minority populations, or more recently, the foreclosure 
crisis’ disparate impact on elderly, low-income, and 
minority populations.  We frequently learn and examine 
retrospectively the ways in which planning contributed 
to negative outcomes for certain disenfranchised groups. 
However, there are many opportunities for us to think 
critically about the ways in which our practices benefi t 
or hurt others, and to plan proactively for places that are 
inclusive and create opportunity for all residents.  
The topic of planning for equity is more salient than 
ever.  The recent economic downturn raises concerns 
about widening disparities in opportunity and wealth.  In 
this challenging atmosphere of diminished resources, the 
planning fi eld must consider innovative ideas and practices 
to provide equitable outcomes and the equitable delivery of 
services to people of all socioeconomic backgrounds. 
In soliciting articles for the journal this year, we were 
asked the question of how we defi ne “equity”.  Rather than 
seek to defi ne equity in one concrete way, we sought to 
embrace the diverse angles from which you could approach 
its defi nition and application.  Issues surrounding equity 
span across every aspect of planning, including housing, 
transportation, food access, health, economic development, 
and neighborhood stabilization.
We hope that this issue of Carolina Planning highlights 
that equity can be integrated and taken into consideration 
in all areas of planning and should be done so in a proactive 
manner.  Our contributors address questions about how 
planners and policy-makers increase access to opportunity 
for individuals and households, reduce socioeconomic 
inequalities, and create a physically and socially just 
society.  In the end, we hope to provide you with examples 
of some innovative planning and policy practices at the 
national and local levels.
The 2013 issue of Carolina Planning features the
following articles:
• In our “From the Experts” section, Norm Krum-
holz, professor at Cleveland State University, and Dr. 
Pierre Clavel, professor at Cornell University, offer 
their viewpoints on how planners can use their role to 
“speak truth to power” and create equitable outcomes 
for communities.
• Anisha Steephen, New York City Economic De-
velopment Corporation, Dr. Hannah Gill, Latino 
Migration Project at UNC-Chapel Hill, and Dr. Mai 
Nguyen, assistant professor at UNC-Chapel Hill, 
provide a study of immigrant integration strategies 
and examine the complexities of developing an immi-
grant integration plan in three communities in North 
Carolina.
• Tim Brock, Kentucky Transportation Center, and 
Jeff Crick, City Planner for Columbia, SC, examine 
the effects of politics in creating inequality in infra-
structure and service delivery and call for a new way 
to conceptualize the impacts of infrastructure proj-
ects.
• Elizabeth Julian, President/Executive Director of 
the Inclusive Communities Project, critiques the Low 
Income Housing Tax credit program and uses data to 
show the over concentration of LIHTC units in low-
opportunity and high-distress communities. 
• Carol Barrett, Assistant Director for Planning and 
Transportation at the City of Burbank, CA, reexam-
ines AICP’s code of ethics and the ways in which it 
promotes equity.  She then explores innovative ways 
California agencies are responding to this call for so-
cial justice in AICP’s code of ethics.
• Our North Carolina Chapter of the American 





APA Chapter President Ben Hitchings, highlights in-
novative practitioners from across North Carolina and 
how they are planning for equity in a local context:
• Mark McDaniel, Center for Urban and 
Regional Studies, discusses the educational 
achievements of young males of color, and 
how the Bridges to Success program in 
Durham, NC seeks to design interventions to 
improve outcomes for these youth.
• Leigh Anne King, Clarion Associates, address-
es how planners can foster the development of 
local food systems and provides examples from 
across North Carolina.
• Helen Chaney and Lauren Blackburn, North 
Carolina Department of Transportation Divi-
sion of Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation, 
explore how the City of Durham developed a 
pilot study to address equity in access to transit.
• Christopher Danley, Katherine Hebert, and 
Donald Kostelec, explain the importance of 
Health Impact Assessments (HIA) in address-
ing issues of health equity and provide case 
studies from across North Carolina where HIAs 
have been conducted. 
• Continuing our long-standing tradition of recognizing 
exceptional graduate work at UNC-Chapel Hill’s De-
partment of City and Regional Planning, we publish 
an excerpt from the Best Master’s Project of 2012, 
which was awarded to Kyle Vangel.  
• Bryan Poole,  brings you the latest campus news 
from UNC-Chapel Hill’s City and Regional Planning 
Department in our annual Student Connection piece.
• Masters students Daniel Hedglin, Heather Hunt, 
Julianne Stern, and Daniel Widis contribute book 
reviews on equity related literature.
• To wrap up, DCRP Assistant Professor Dr. Mai 
Nguyen provides concluding words about her own 
personal experiences with equity and diversity issues 
and her thoughts about equity in the planning profes-
sion. 
We hope that this issue of Carolina Planning inspires you 
to think creatively and innovatively about how to address 
issues of equity in your planning work.  Where a person is 
born should not determine their access to opportunity or 
negatively impact their basic quality of life.  We as plan-
ners have the opportunity to help plan for equity so as to 
bridge disparities, reduce inequalities and lead to a more 
just society.  
Printed by UNC Printing Services © 2013 UNC-
Chapel Hill Department of City and Regional 
Planning.  All rights reserved.
Editors:  
Ashley Williams received her master’s 
degree in City and Regional Planning 
from UNC-Chapel Hill this spring.  She 
specialized in housing, community 
development, and real estate.  She now 
works for the Institute for Social Capital at 
the UNC Charlotte Urban Institute.
Bill King is a 2014 master’s candidate 
in City and Regional Planning from 
UNC-Chapel Hill. While at DCRP, he 
specializes in economic development and 
transportation.  He previously worked for 
the Government Accountability Offi ce in 
Washington, D.C. 
Thank You
Carolina Planning is published with generous fi nancial 
support from the John A. Parker Trust, the Department of City 
and Regional Planning at UNC-Chapel Hill, and the North 
Carolina Chapter of the American Planning Association.
Feedback 
We welcome your comments, suggestions, and submissions. 
Please contact us at carolinaplanning@unc.edu 
Back Issues
Our back issue pages (http://carolinaplanning.unc.edu/back-
issues/) provide easy and free access to over 500 original 
articles, commentaries, interviews, and book reviews from 
some of the most formative years of the planning fi eld.  We 
encourage you to explore this vast resource and share it with 
your colleagues.
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A B O U T  O U R  C O V E R
This year Carolina Planning had its fi rst cover competition in which it solicited photos from North Carolina American 
Planning Association members that displayed examples of planning for equity in their own communities.  Below is the 
story behind the picture we selected for our cover.  Our two runner up photos and their stories are highlighted later in the 
journal.  
A Community Comes Together for a New Playground
Beth Timson, City of Durham Parks and Recreation, 
The City of Durham had a small neighborhood park on two lots in the West End neighborhood; the equipment had been 
funded by a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) grant in the 1970’s. West End is an old, historically black 
neighborhood; much of its housing stock is modest one-story, one room deep houses, primarily built as rental housing 
for tobacco factory workers. With the factories’ closure in the 20th century, unemployment, and absentee landlords, the 
neighborhood fell into serious decline.  In 2008, the Self-Help Credit Union began to pull together property in the West 
End area to construct a low-income seniors residential apartment complex. To make the construction work well in this area 
of hilly terrain and gullies, the developers needed the two lots containing the neighborhood park.  Self-Help and the City 
worked out an agreement in which the developer of Maplewood Square (the name of the new complex) would contribute a 
buildable lot in the neighborhood, in a better location, for a new and more accessible playground.  In a collaborative effort, 
the staff from the City of Durham, Duke University, Make Kids Smile, Inc., South West Central Durham Quality of Life 
Project, West End Community Center, West End Neighborhood Association, and the developers of Maplewood Square 
came together for a one-day community playground build in 2011.  Now the Maplewood Park playground is complete, 
next door to the seniors housing; and both young and old interact on the site daily. The visible new structure and the 
partnership it represents are a part of the City’s and the residents’ re-investment in this critical inner-city neighborhood.
http://carolinaplanning.unc.edu/
